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have been a general disarmament, and it was agreed that,if the nations disarmed, their liabilities under tie Covenant would be diminished rather than increased. British opinion, however, saw in this proposal a possible entanglement in remote disputes—especially those about the " Polish Corridor " and other difficult questions in Eastern Europe—and was lukewarm if not hostile. Mr. Baldwin's Government rejected this plan, and the new Foreign Secretary, Sir Austen Chamberlain, now devoted himself to working out the more limited guarantee of peace which, with the co-operation of M. Briaad and Herr Stresemann, found expression in the Locarno Treaties signed on December I, 1925.
This, instead of covering the whole field and dealing with
all possible wars, endeavoured to make the wars which seemed
most likely in the future—and especially a war between France
and   Germany—as   difficult   as   possible.     Britain,   France,
Germany, Italy and Belgium agreed " never to resort to war w
with one another, and aH undertook to come immediately
to the help of any one of them which was attacked.   Thus, if
France attacked Germany, Britain would be bound to come
to Germany's assistance, and if Germany attacked France, to
her assistance.    At the same time Germany made separate
treaties with France, Belgium, Czechoslovakia and Poland
to the same effect.    Great Britain thus declined any special
liability-—apart from  the  Covenant—for affairs in Eastern
Europe, but undertook to come immediately to the aid of
any nation which was the victim of aggression in the course of
quarrels between the Western nations.
On the conclusion of the Locarno Treaties Germany signified her intention of entering the League of Nations. The graciousness of her reception was somewhat marred by a technical hitch which postponed it for several months, but this was overcome by the following September, and it then seemed that by Ae inclusion of the principal ex-enemy State the League was firmly om the road to becoming the complete international organization it was intended to be. Later events were unfortunately to cloud that prospect.
A difficult question which at one time threatened a renewal ot trouble with the Turks was settled in June, 1926, when after resistance d*ey accepted the decision of the League of
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